IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.,
Plaintiff,
2

Civil Action No. 04-0611 (RWR)

NATIONAL MEDIATION BOARD, Hon. Richard W. Roberts

Defendant.
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DEFENDANT'S UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR AN EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE A
REPLY IN SUPPORT OF ITS MOTION FOR EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION

Defendant National Mediation Board ("NMB") respectfully moves, pursuant to Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 7(b) and under this Court's inherent authority to control its docket, for a
4-day extension of time in which to file a reply in support of its pending motion for expedited
consideration. Plaintiff's counsel consents to the relief requested herein. A proposed order is
attached.

In support of this motion, the Defendant states as follows:

1. Defendant filed a motion for expedited consideration on February 9, 2005, and an
opposing motion would have been due February 22, 2005.

2. Plaintiff opposed this motion on February 18, 2005.

3. Without the relief requested herein, Defendant's reply brief would ordinarily be due,
pursuant to Rule 6(e), on Monday February 28, 2005, due to the intervening President's Day

holiday.



4. On February 22, 2005, the General Counsel for the National Mediation Board advised

the undersigned counsel that Roland Watkins, the Director of Arbitration Services at the NMB

and the declarant in support of the instant motion, was on sick leave and had become ill on

official travel after the filing of the instant motion for expedited consideration.

5. In addition, the General Counsel of the NMB will be out of the office on official travel

on February 24 and 25.

6. This is the first extension of time that the Defendant has sought during the pendency

of this case.

7. Pursuant to Local Rule 7(m), counsel for the Defendant spoke with Plaintiff’s counsel

on Tuesday February 22, 2005, seeking his consent to this 4-day extension of time and counsel

for the Plaintiff consented to the relief Defendant requests.

Dated: February 22, 2005

OF COUNSEL:

MARY L. JOHNSON
General Counsel

National Mediation Board
Washington, D.C. 20572

Respectfully submitted,

PETER D. KEISLER
Assistant Attorney General

KENNETH L. WAINSTEIN
United States Attorney

/s/
THEODORE C. HIRT (DC Bar No. 242982)
ALEXANDER K. HAAS (Cal. Bar No. 220932)
Trial Attorney, Federal Programs Branch
U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Division
20 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Room 6134
Washington, D.C. 20001
Tel: (202) 307-3937
Counsel for Defendant




